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We acknowledge the continued success of the Nellie McClung Foundation is dependent on 

committed donors and volunteers. The NMF is very grateful and appreciative of their ongoing support.



Report to the Community
As the incoming Board Chair of the Nellie McClung Foundation, it is both a pleasure and an honour to be part of 
an organization who, in the spirit of Nellie McClung, continues to promote and celebrate the accomplishments 
of women in our province and continues the fight toward equality.  I would like to thank and recognize the 
leadership of our past chair Doris Mae Oulton for her work and dedication to the NMF during her tenure as chair.  

In 2021, the 150 Manitoba Women Trailblazer Award event was finalized with the publication of a virtual book 
accessible through the NMF Website.  It was and continues to be the intent of the Foundation to host an in 
person event to recognize and honour the Trailblazer recipients, and with restrictions gradually being lifted, we 
hope in the near future to fulfill this intent. 

The major undertaking of the Foundation in 2021 was participating in a strategic planning process. Through this 
process the Foundation Board worked to set strategic priorities for the next five years.  With the generous grant 
from the Winnipeg Foundation, the NMF was able to hire Judy Murphy and Associations to conduct the strategic 
planning process. In summary, the major goals centered on the development of a leadership program, the 
development of a sustainability campaign and strengthening partnerships within the community and province. 
Through the establishment of committees, our dedicated Board is well on its way to accomplishing these goals.  

At the end of 2021, we said farewell to three Board members as they finished their terms with the Foundation 
Board; the Hon. Myrna Driedger (Founder NMF), Lila Goodspeed Everett (past chair) and Danielle Robidoux.  On 
behalf of the Nellie McClung Foundation Board, I would like to thank them for their dedicated time and work 
they gave to ensure the ongoing success of the Foundation.  We are most grateful that they will continue to be 
advocates and champions for the Foundation.

As we looks to 2022 and the years ahead, we feel confident that with the groundwork laid through the strategic 
planning process that we have a solid road map to follow to enable our continued success. We leave you with 
the new purpose, values and vision of the Nellie McClung Foundation:

Diane Sparrow
Board Chair

Dana Driedger
Executive Director

Purpose
The Nellie McClung Foundation, 

while honouring the legacy of past 
trailblazers, works to empower, inspire, 
and celebrate girl and women leaders 

in the community.

Values

Equal Rights
Honouring Legacy

Leadership Development
Social Responsibility
Community Focus

Celebrating Success

Vision

Manitoba girls and women 
are empowered leaders in the 

community.



The Nellie McClung Foundation, while 
honouring the legacy of past trailblazers, 

works to empower, inspire, and celebrate girl 
and women leaders in the community.

O U R  P U R P O S E

Manitoba girls and women are empowered 
leaders in the community.

O U R  V I S I O N





History
O U R The Nellie McClung Foundation was created in order to acknowledge and raise 

awareness of the contributions of Nellie McClung and her famous friends. These were 
important Canadians who assisted in advancing the cause of women in this province 
and country, and who created opportunities for all citizens for generations to come.

 The idea began in 2002 with MLA Myrna Driedger, then critic for the Status of 
Women. She identified Nellie as a significant but unrecognized contributor to the 
life of women in Manitoba. In speaking with grassroots women’s organizations and 
individuals, it became clear that it was time to find some way to honour Nellie’s 
contributions.

Through a Private Member’s Bill, the Manitoba Legislature created a foundation that 
would erect a monument for Nellie McClung at the Legislature, serving to educate 
the public about her achievements. Together with founding Chair The Honourable 
Janice C. Filmon. O.C., O.M., MLA Driedger assembled an exemplary team of men 
and women who commissioned the artist and the foundry; reviewed and selected 
monument concepts; raised funds; managed promotions; and developed the site. 
The monument was finally unveiled in 2010.

Initiatives
P A S T Centennial Gala: Celebrating 100 Years Of Manitoba Women’s Right To Vote

A momentous Canadian human rights milestone took place on January 28th, 2016, 
it was 100 years ago on this day that some Manitoba women were the first in Canada 
to be awarded the right to vote. The Nellie McClung Foundation recognized the 
occasion with a year of celebration, beginning with the Centennial Gala: Celebration 
100 Years of MB Women’s Right to Vote, in partnership with the Canadian Museum 
for Human Rights, taking place at the RBC Convention Centre, Winnipeg, MB.

The Nellie Awards
The Nellie Awards honour Nellie McClung’s vision by recognizing the spirit of her 
life’s work being advanced by women leaders of today. An esteemed selection 
committee selected five rural and five urban recipients for ten Nellie Awards that 
were presented at the Centennial Gala: Celebrating 100 Years of MB Women’s Right 
to Vote.

The Nellie Legacy Awards
The Nellie Legacy Awards are special presentations to individuals who have gone 
above and beyond for social justice and women’s and human rights. These recipients 
have devoted their life’s work to advocating equality, societal change and the 
preservation of human rights. To date, two awards have been presented.

West End Biz Women’s Suffrage Mural
The West End Biz Women’s Suffrage Mural is located at 560 Sargent Avenue, 
Winnipeg, MB. The Nellie McClung Foundation worked as a partner to help develop 
the mural. The mural celebrates 100 years since the vote was first extended to some 
women in Manitoba in 1916. The mural portrays a scene from the play “The Women’s 
Parliament,” a performance organized by Manitoba Suffragists in 1914, created by 
local Winnipeg artist, Mandy Van Leeuwen.

Donation To The Nellie McClung Heritage Site
The Nellie McClung Foundation donated $15,000 to The Nellie McClung Heritage 
Site. The Nellie McClung Heritage Site is a dedicated organization that is committed 
to safeguarding two of Nellie’s most important homes, which are offered as living 
classrooms to students and as a fascinating tourist attraction for Manitobans.



Initiatives
O N G O I N G

Faces and Places: Trailblazing Women of Manitoba 
Walking Guide Book
Buried in many of the monuments and murals in 
Manitoba are the stories of women who helped make 
Manitoba’s history, whose achievements were critical 
to the development of this province. We developed this 
book to develop a history book/guide that promotes 
visiting the places, seeing the faces and remembering 
the stories of Manitoba women who have made history—
and whose lives so well-lived proved that, by working 
together and supporting one another, we can all make 
change for the better. The book is available at McNally 
Robinson. 

The Winnipeg Foundation Nellie McClung Foundation 
Endowment Fund
Established to support a monument commemorating 
Nellie McClung on the grounds of the Manitoba 
Legislature. Ninety percent of initial gifts to the fund went 
directly to completing the monument. The remaining 
ten percent and any gift after completion is pooled and 
invested. The income generated is distributed to support 
the work of the Nellie McClung Foundation as well as an 
education website, events, awards and scholarships.

The Nellie McClung Foundation Bursary Awards at 
Universities
Established by the Nellie McClung Foundation, gifts 
to this fund are invested in perpetuity and the annual 
income generated provides a bursary, of $1,500 annually 
to a woman at the University of Manitoba and the 
University of Winnipeg who is undertaking a program in 
Political or Women’s Studies that will help towards the 
advancement of Women. 

‘Let Them Howl’ By Sharon Bajer
This play is a retelling and re-enactment of the famous 
‘mock-parliament’ play that featured Nellie McClung and 
her peers in the Political Equality League. The performance 
of the original play was a turning point in the struggle for 
suffrage and most people think that there is a script that 
can be used to tell this wonderful story, alas there is not, 
until now. 

Playwright Sharon Bajer, has brought together Nellie’s 
writings and news from the day to create this cheeky 
story of a group of women who took on the roles of men 
and assured the audience, in mocking what they had just 
heard from the Premier, “Nice men do not want to vote.” 
It has been purposefully designed – both in length and in 
style- to be used in classrooms and for groups who want to 
take the ‘voting’ message to their colleagues. 

The inaugural performance of the play took place on 
October 18, 2015, with 31 of Winnipeg’s women leaders 
participating in it’s reading. An encore performance 
was held at the Burton Cumming’s Theatre (originally 
the Walker Theatre) on January 20, 2019 performed by 
students from Winnipeg. Since then, the play has been 
performed by groups to audience across Canada

Website - nelliemcclungfoundation.com
In 2019, we relaunched our website. This extensive website 
contains information about Nellie McClung; the work 
of the Foundation; anecdotal timeliness about Nellie’s 
history; as well as the history of women’s rights in Canada, 
the political equality league and women’s firsts. Along with 
the curriculum developed for educators.

Developed Curriculum Material & Learning Resources
Produced curriculum material and learning resources for teachers and students using the material researched and 
the Manitoba Social Studies Curriculum Documents for Grades 6, 9 and 11 classes as general guides.



2022 Recipients
Thank you to all applicants and congratulations to the 2022 recipients

Aliya Penner
Grade 12 Student

Angela Jiang
Grade 12 Student

Brittan Yaschyshyn
Grade 12 Student

Hanaa Bakr
Grade 12 Student

Lainey Abraham
Grade 12 Student

Delaney Peebles
Post-Secondary

Ella Ihozo
Post-Secondary

Emily Robb
Post-Secondary

Julia Sanchez Bonilla
Post-Secondary

Nina Eilberg
Post-Secondary

Past Recipients
2019 Recipients

Julie Van

Mona Zorigoo

Guneet Uppal

Sabrina Diagnozio

Makenna Coldwell

Wei-An Lau

Thilini Livera

2020 Recipients

Jeannette Comte 

Stefanie Byron

Samantha Jonasson

Maya Gusak

Cara Klippenstein

Oksana Iwanshysko

Emily Shewfelt

Ava Jersak

2021 Recipients

Caleigh Guillou-Cormier

Danielle Smith
 

Kendal Giesbrecht
 

Leia Sarrasin
 

Sasha Houle
 

Janelle Dupuis

 Josephine Zhao
 

Karisma Vyas

Kimberly Ballantyne
Renata Truelove



Trailblazer Scholarships
N E L L I E  M C C L U N G

The Nellie McClung Foundation presents the Nellie McClung Trailblazer Scholarships.

 These awards are for female students considering careers in the exciting fields of science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM), business, fine arts, or underrepresented trades. Careers 
in these areas offer excellent job opportunities, great earning potential and stimulating work 
environments. Two scholarship categories include; 

Grade 12 students:
Five awards of $1,000.00 will be granted to female students in grade 12 who have demonstrated 
an aptitude in an area of study that could lead to further education and/or careers in STEM, 
business, fine arts or underrepresented trades.

Post-secondary students:
Five awards of $1,750.00 will be granted to female students who are in their first year of post-
secondary study in STEM, business, fine arts or underrepresented trades programs.

How to Support
D O N A T E

When you donate to The Nellie McClung Foundation you are providing resources and educational opportunities to 
encourage women to identify and develop their talents and to exercise leadership.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TODAY TO PROVIDE SUPPORT
https://www.nelliemcclungfoundation.com/support

The Nellie McClung Trailblazer Scholarships are open to self-identified female students who are 
studying and living in Manitoba and are Manitoba Residents. 
 
The following criteria will be considered in selecting award recipients:

• academic standing
• demonstration of leadership in school and community activities
• demonstration of an interest and aptitude in a future career in STEM, business or 

underrepresented trades
• representation of the diversity of Manitoba’s population
• regional and program representation

E L I G I B I L I T Y 



In 2021, we were honoured to present The 150 Manitoba Women Trailblazer awards, a Manitoba150 project celebrating 
MB trailblazing women who have left their footprint on our province’s history over the past 150 years. These women 
were nominated by members of their communities because they were first in their field or had a significant impact 
in their profession or community. There is no doubt that many of these women in our past have, at different times, 
held views that do not accord with today’s views. Learning the history of these trailblazing women helps us gain a 
greater understanding of the challenges they faced to risk and defy the status quo at the time, yet inspire greater love, 
compassion and learning for misunderstandings and imperfections for future generations.  Nonetheless, the purpose 
of this project was to acknowledge the contribution of women, many of whom are unknown, to the development of 
our province.

Over 350 women were nominated and 150 were chosen by an independent panel based on the following criteria:

• Worked or volunteered or played a role that was first in their field or had significant impact or outcome on society 
in Manitoba;

• Demonstrated leadership and acted as a role model;
• Reflected the spirit of Nellie McClung;
• Worked/lived for a significant part of their lives in the territory that is now called Manitoba.

The Trailblazers come from various backgrounds and unique experiences. They are a product of the era in which they 
lived. We can be astounded by their fortitude and endurance and/or critical of their actions and choices. They were, 
however, trailblazers:  persons who made new tracks through ‘wild country’ – be it guiding the voyageurs, growing 
families and communities, cracking glass ceilings or establishing their presence in political decision making. They are 
our history – and they are an important part of who we are as a province. 

Their contributions are to events in history and to contemporary society in social justice, arts, sports, politics, community 
activities and promoting democracy and which are woven through the fabric of this province. 

These Trailblazers leave a legacy for future generations.  They were the steppingstones that have contributed to women 
today being better able to gain full equality. It is our hope that they provide inspiration and courage to other women 
and girls to know that they too can make a difference.

THE 150  
 MANITOBA WOMEN 

Tra��az�s



THE 150  
 MANITOBA WOMEN 

Tra��az�s

The Nellie McClung Foundation wishes to thank the nominators for their hard work in compiling all of the 
nominations. All recipient profiles and images were provided by the nominators.

We would also like to thank both Shannon Sampert and Catherine Mitchell for their editing of the profiles.

A special thank you to the Winnipeg Free Press for their assistance in the nomination process and to the selection 
committee for selecting the recipients.

 The translation of this book was made possible through two generous grants from the Province of Manitoba 
Francophone Affairs, as well as Sport, Culture and Heritage. We would like to thank Catherine Dulude from Ardoise & 

Co for translating the book.

 We would like to thank our sponsors Manitoba150 and TD Bank, without their generous support this book would 
not have been possible.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Our Sponsors



T H E  N E L L I E  M C C L U N G  F O U N D A T I O N

P.O. Box 41081 Markham 
Winnipeg, MB  R3T 2H0
communications@ournellie.com

www.nelliemcclungfoundation.com

Follow THE NELLIE MCCLUNG FOUNDATION


